Committees of Management News October 2010

The Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE) provides advice and assistance to more than 1250 voluntary committees of management (CoMs) across Victoria.

These committees rely on the support of thousands of volunteers and DSE staff.

Crown land covers approximately one third of Victoria. Public reserves commonly have community halls, sporting grounds, bushland and coastal areas, rail trails and parks and gardens. Each of these play an important part in the recreational, social and cultural activities of Victorians.

Committees are responsible for these facilities on public land and the scope and role of their responsibilities vary considerably. Responsibilities could be for a fence or pathway in a park, or for one of the many botanic gardens around the state.

Members of the public have been involved in the management of Crown land reserves for over 150 years. The committee of management system has allowed communities to develop and maintain their connection to the land in a variety of ways including environmentally, culturally, socially and economically.

On behalf of all Victorians, I thank you for your hard work and time that you contribute as a committee member.

Peter Watkinson
Executive Director
Public Land Division, DSE

Where do committees of management fit within DSE?

The Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE) leads the Victorian Government’s efforts to sustainably manage water resources and catchments, climate change, bushfires, forests, biodiversity and ecosystem conservation parks and other public land. 

Public Land Division

The Public Land Division develops and implements government policy and legislation for the management of public land. 

The division, in partnership with Public Land Services, maintains expertise and management systems to ensure effective asset management and property functions across the state.

Public Land Services

Public Land Services supports the division to understand the public land issues affecting the State so the division can implement appropriate policies that shape its services.

Voluntary committees of management fall under the responsibility of Public Land Services. 


Public Land Services staff are your local regional contacts for all matters relating to the management of Crown land reserves. The main offices across the state are located at Ballarat, Bendigo, Benalla, Traralgon and Box Hill, but there are numerous smaller offices across the state. For your nearest office, phone 136 186. 

Transaction Centre

The Transaction Centre provides Crown Land Management Transactional Services across the state. The Centre enables DSE to maintain consistency and streamline service delivery of licence transactions, the collection of data including annual financial returns and more recently, has taken over the responsibility for committee of management appointments and reappointments.

Committee of management powers 

Each committee of management gains its powers under the Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978, the Act that enables the Minister for Environment and Climate Change to appoint committees. 

The committee’s obligations under that Act must be met and it is also bound by the laws that govern the wider community on matters such as employment, taxation, contracts, tenancy and liquor licensing. The powers given under the Act enable the committee to:

· manage and develop the reserve

· undertake financial transactions and enter contracts

· enter tenure arrangements, such as leasing and licensing, for part or all of the reserve (subject to Minister’s approval) 

· employ people

· enforce regulations

For each committee, the Minister retains the right to place limitations on how these powers are executed and to prescribe in more detail the extent of responsibilities.

The Minister does this generally at the time of appointment of each committee, in its certificate of appointment. 

New legislation before Parliament

Public Finance and Accountability Legislation is currently under consideration before Parliament. Once introduced, we will provide you with the additional information you need to complete your annual return. It is expected that the changes will require committees to provide some information about their operations for the year, in a brief written report as well as financial information. Currently, committees of management are only required to provide a financial report. 

Declaration of private interests

Did you know that each year all appointees to Victorian public bodies are required to annually complete a declaration of private interests form?

These forms are required to be kept on your committee files, (not returned to DSE).

Please organise for these to be completed by your members and retained on your files; they do not have to be returned to the Department.

You can download copies of these forms via DSE’s web site.

The Code of Conduct

Committees are public entities for the purposes of the Public Administration Act 2004 and members are therefore subject to the provisions of the Victorian Public Entity Directors’ Code of Conduct. This code sets out your duties and accountabilities and is a good tool to support and review member conduct issues.

A copy of the code is included in this mailout and additional copies are available from the State Services Authority website www.ssa.vic.gov.au (under public sector governance) or by calling 136 186.

Need help? 

DSE staff are pleased to provide your committee with the support you may need in your role. 

You can contact our Customer Service Centre on 136 186 with your queries or to provide any feedback on how we can make your job easier. If required, your call

can also be referred to local staff in your area who would be pleased to arrange a meeting with your committee to discuss any issues you’re facing.

Communicating with and between CoMs

There are a variety of initiatives taking place across the state by CoMs and DSE. We would like to be able to share this information with you and for you to be able to contribute to discussions and share your ideas and initiatives.

So, what you would like DSE to do? How can we best help committees of management share your information, experiences and ideas? Please email your ideas to:  voluntary.committees@dse.vic.gov.au or post to: Sally Burgess Locked bag 3000, Box Hill, VIC 3128

DSE Website

The DSE website provides some useful information for voluntary committees of management. You’ll find facts sheets on all sorts of issues relevant to you: 

DSE Home > Property, Titles and Maps > Publications > Crown Land Fact Sheets

We are currently reviewing this information. If you have any feedback on what you’d like included on the website please contact Sally Burgess 9296 4516 or email: voluntary.committees@dse.vic.gov.au
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